attractive to even the most bloody-minded of strategists because it would not have been destructive enough: the longer the half-life, the less intense the radiation. That did not stop a generation of novelists and film-makers from enlisting the cobalt bomb in their doomsday scenarios: among them, novelist Nevil Shute in On the Beach and director Stanley Kubrick in Dr. Strangelove. Nor did it prevent P. D. Smith from making the cobalt bomb the centrepiece of his book.
Doomsday Men is prodigiously researched, the author seeming to have read everything on nuclear strategy, both fiction and nonfiction (admittedly, the two are sometimes difficult to tell apart). However, there are some nagging deficiencies. Editing is one. We are told twice within a few pages that Leo Szilard was considered "the greatest scientist never to have won a Nobel Prize. " Focus is another. The book is as much a history of modern science as of modern weaponry, so dominant has been the latter in the evolution of the former. But it is not clear, for example, what connection the discovery of X-rays has with the advent of doomsday weapons.
One can only sympathize with the author's observation that, since the end of the Cold War, global warming and Islamist terrorism have distracted our attention from the weapons that remain in the arsenals of nations, numerous, primed and waiting. Although not as deadly as Smith's fictive doomsday bomb, they are cause for us to be more fearful, for they are real. 
Leo Szilard was among the first to conceive of a nuclear weapon.

Linnaeus lives on
Pamela S. Soltis
The relevance of taxonomy in our genomic era is greater than ever. Correct naming is crucial for developing new foods and medicines, and for understanding our changing environment. Amazingly, we do not even know how many species of flowering plant currently exist. Estimates range from about 250,000 to more than 400,000, and every day species are lost to human activities. Conservation, in natural habitats or botanical gardens, relies on scientific names, as does the rest of science.
Before Carl Linnaeus, species names ranged from cumbersome to unwieldy. For exam- ple, Arbutus caule erecto, foliis glabris serratis, baccis polyspermis was as good as it got for 'Arbutus with upright stems, hairless, saw-toothed leaves, and many-seeded berries' . Linnaeus's binomial system of nomenclature changed all that. Species could now have a genus name plus a specific epithet. 'The father of taxonomy' applied his revolutionary system to plants in Species Plantarum, published in 1753, and to animals in the tenth edition of Systema Naturae in 1758. More than 250 years later, the name of a species remains the key that unlocks all that is known about it.
In honour of Linnaeus's 300th birthday, Charlie Jarvis's handsome new book, Order out of Chaos, gives us a glimpse into prelinnaean botany, Linnaeus's life and work, 
